
The Going, Growing Early 

Church 

Acts 4:31-33 

What did that early church have 

that we need today? 



I. It Was a Praying Church (V. 31) 

A. It was started in a ten-day prayer meeting. 

  Acts 2:1-4: “When the Day of Pentecost had 
fully come, they were all with one accord in 
one place.  2And suddenly there came a 
sound from heaven, as of a rushing mighty 
wind, and it filled the whole house where 
they were sitting…. 

 4And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit 
and began to speak with other tongues, as 
the Spirit gave them utterance.”  



I. It Was a Praying Church 

B. Both men and women prayed in one accord 
(Acts 1:14) 

 - Acts 4:24, “they raised their voice to God 
with one accord and (they) said…”   

 - V29, “Now, Lord, look on their threats and 
grant to Your servants that with all boldness 
they may speak Your word, 30by stretching 
out Your hand to heal, and that signs and 
wonders may be done through the name of 
Your Holy Servant Jesus.”    



I. It Was a Praying Church 

C. They prayed and were filled with the Spirit 
(Acts 4:31)  

D. When Peter was jailed, (Ch.12) they prayed!  

E. They prayed with such faith that it made 
them bold. 

  - “But you shall receive power when the 
Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you 
shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in 
all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the 
earth.” (Acts 1:8)  



I. It Was a Praying Church 
F. Now they prayed so fervently, the building 

was shaken. 

 …they all were filled with the Holy Spirit, and 
they spoke the Word of God with boldness. 
(V. 31) 

 - Acts 2:1-4, the Jews; 

 - Acts 10:46, to the Gentiles;   

 - Acts 19:1-6, OT faith made new. 

 - “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when 
believed?”   

 - They said, “We have not so much as heard 
whether there is a Holy Spirit.”   

G. Prayer is vital if the church is to move ahead 
yet today. 



II. That Church Was a Loving Church 
(V. 32) 

A. Love caused them to share with 

others. 

B. Love enabled them to give to those in 

need.  

C. Love enabled them to put away their 

differences. 

D. This kind of love brings revival. 



III. This Church Was a Witnessing 

Church (V. 33) 

A. “They all spoke the word of God with 
boldness” (v.31) 

 1. It takes knowledge of what you are talking 
about.  Know your subject!   

 2. It takes confidence and assurance that what 
you saying is true.   

 3.  It takes an ability to say it; that is where we 
need the Holy Spirit.   

B. “With great power gave the apostles 
witness:” 



C. “The silent pew is the curse and blight 

of today’s Christianity.” 

D. The Great Commission was fresh on 

their minds. (Matt. 28:18-20). 

E. The call to witness resounding in their 

hearts (Acts 1:8). 

F. They all were reaching out with the 

gospel. 

III. This Church Was a Witnessing 

Church 



V. 24    

They raised their voice to God with one 

accord and said: “Lord, You are God…  

 



V. 30 

Their request:  

“Now, Lord, look on their threats, and 

grant to Your servants that with all 

boldness they may speak Your word… 


